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Catherine captured this gorgeous 
sunset while aboard the Algoma 
Buffalo.

See IRON CHIEF on page 10

The steamer Iron Chief with Iron Cliff in tow passing the Pointe aux Barques 
Lighthouse, not far from where she would disappear. Oil painting by Robert 
McGreevy.

Fall Begins 
September 22

Lexington 
Bach Festival

See Page 14 

Harbor Beach 
Harvest Festival

See Page 8 

Huron County 
Museum 
Weekend

See Page 18 

Sunken History &
M a r i t i m e  Tr e a s u r e s
In the Wake of the 

Iron Chief
Part 1

By Robert McGreevy

On October 4, 1904, a cold, blustery 
fall day on Lake Huron, the 24-year-old 
steamer Iron Chief with her consort, the 
Iron Cliff, in tow had been pounding their 
way north into increasingly larger seas 
since leaving the St. Clair River that 
morning.

Both ships were heavily loaded 
with a cargo of coal, bound for Fort 
Williams, Ontario (now Thunder 
Bay), and it was not going well for 
the 228-foot-long steamer. Her engine 
was running well enough, but the 
engine room crew began to notice an 
unusual clanging sound and a vibration 

that seemed to come from under her 
stern.

The chief engineer immediately 
decided to signal the wheelhouse and 
alert the captain that he was checking 
the engine down, so they could find 
the cause of the noise. At this time, 
there was no means of communication 
between the steamer and the Iron Cliff 
tow barge, except by whistle signals. 
The captain immediately blew four short 
blasts to warn the Iron Cliff that they 
were stopping, although the barge crew 
had probably noticed she had slowed 
and was taking the seas easier with the 
strain off the tow line.

 Back on board the Iron Chief, the 
captain and chief engineer were trying 
to locate the source of the vibration 
when it became apparent that there was 
a large amount of water seeping into 
the engine room, and she was already 
beginning to notably settle at the stern. 

A Great Lakes Sailor
Catherine Schmuck

Part 7

By Janis Stein

Join us in the continuation as 
Catherine compares how life and sailing 
changed between her first and second 
sailing stints. 

Sailing has changed a great deal 
when comparing Catherine’s first stint 
to her second, and much of it comes 
down to safety. Long gone is the carefree 
attitude of the ’80s, when rules were 
lax when they did exist. Catherine can 
recall stepping over the lock wall at the 
Welland Canal and onto the ship without 

the comfort of a gangway in place; one 
misstep back then would have resulted in 
a catastrophe. Now there is a gangway, 
a small investment in safety and worth 
a great deal. Likewise, back then, there 

were no hard hats, and if there did happen 
to be a hard hat, there was no safety gear, 
at least not like today.

In Catherine’s opinion, there’s much 
less crew turnover now in comparison to 
30 years ago. Years ago, if a sailor didn’t 
like a particular ship or the person he was 
working with, he simply left the ship 
and hopped on another. Like anything 
else, when there’s not an abundance of 
available positions, nowadays, sailors 
who get on a ship tend to stay there 
although people take their vacations at 
different times, so there is always some 
change in crew.

Another marked difference is 
the level of socialization between 
crewmembers. During the 1980s, all the 
sailors gathered in the TV room, or those 

See SAILOR on page 16
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events
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Deckerville:
24th – Indian Heritage Day – Reid Music Hall & 
     Museum – 12 – 4 p.m. – Annual potluck, 
     special displays, music – 810-404-4028

Emmett:
15th – 17th – 27th Annual Our Lady of Mt. 
     Carmel Indoor/Outdoor Rummage Sale – 

989-479-0444      all season
SERVICE & SALES

    227 Industrial Drive
    Harbor Beach, MI 48441

Shrubs ~ Perennials ~ Ornamental & Shade Trees ~ Evergreens

989-269-8721
RETAIL & WHOLESALE DISPLAY YARD

         Landscape Design & Installation
Retaining Walls ~ Paver Walkways ~ Patios

DOUGLAS &
 KELLEY GUZA

 OWNERS

Open:
Mon. - Fri.- 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Hill Top Nursery, LLC

Fall Tree Sale, Sept. 6-17

www.hilltopnurseryllc.com
3574 SAND BEACH RD. ~ BAD AXE

     10828 Brandon Rd. – Thurs. 9 – 7, Fri. 9 – 6, 
     Sat. 9 – Noon – Lunches, bake sale, farmers’ 
     market, 50/50 daily drawing – 810-434-2815

Harbor Beach:
Every Friday – Farmers’ Market – 12 – 5 p.m. – 
     989-553-3317
17th – Chili Cook-Off – Downtown Harbor Beach 
     – Pick up ballot at the Visitor’s Center – Cost 
     $3 – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. – 989-479-8210
17th – Pie & Dessert Contest – Visitor’s Center – 
     Drop off entries by 10:30 a.m. – 989-430-2817
17th – Craft & Veggie Expo – Murphy Museum 
     Lawn – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. – 989-553-3317

Lexington:
15th – 18th – 22nd Season of the Bach Festival – 
     Ave Maria Parish (formerly St. Denis 
     Catholic Church) – www.
     lexingtonbachfestival.org

Port Hope:
17th – Friends of the Port Hope Railroad Depot 
     10 Year Celebration – T. J. Gaffney, Guest 
     Speaker – 2 - 4 P.M. – 989-670-6200
 
Sandusky:
8th – Thumb Dance Club – Knights of Columbus, 
     145 W. Wedge Rd. – 4 – 7:30 P.M. – Bring a 
     snack or dish to pass – $5 – 810-310-2715
22nd – Thumb Dance Club – Knights of 
     Columbus, 145 W. Wedge Rd. – 4 – 7:30 
     P.M. – Bring a snack or dish to pass – $5 – 
     810-310-2715

To have your nonprofit event listed here, 
include the name of the event, city, date, contact 
person, and phone number. 

Deadline for event submission is the 15th of 
the month prior to month of issue. Mail to: The 
Lakeshore Guardian, P.O. Box 6, Harbor Beach, 
MI 48441, or email to editor@lakeshoreguardian.
com.

Friends Of The Port Hope 
Railroad Depot

10 Year 
Celebration

Saturday, September 17, 2022
2:00 - 4:00 P.M.

Guest Speaker: T.J. Gaffney
“Pere Marquette Railroads of the Thumb”

“...meet you at the Depot in Up-Town Port Hope.”
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people can't change the world. For, 
indeed, that's all who ever have.” 
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We encourage Guardian readers to 
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issue possible.  Tell them you saw their 
ads in the Guardian!

Wild Michigan red 
raspberries are an 
excellent food source, 
and the bushes offer cover 
while providing a natural 
boundary.

 A close-up of a wild 
Michigan blackberry bush 
that has two ripened berries. 

By Ryan Walker

Last month, I was making conversation with an 
acquaintance I see every so often. As usual, the focal 
point of our discussion revolved around the outdoors. 
With September right around the corner, we both 
outlined the remaining tasks on our to-do lists. We both 
needed to work on tree stands and hunting shacks, and 
both of us still had to pay attention to our food plots. 
In addition, we felt we needed a day to inventory all 
our hunting supplies, and it wouldn’t hurt to take an 
evening to lay out our fall calendars complete with 
key hunting dates. Our train of thoughts were headed 
down the same tracks until my acquaintance threw 
in a task I wasn’t considering. He, almost as an 
afterthought, mentioned needing to cut out all of the 
wild blackberry bushes that had grown throughout his 
hunting property. I raised an eyebrow and asked him 
why he felt this would benefit his wildlife habitat. All 
the while, I was envisioning the almost two acres of 
wild berries that adorn 
our hunting property. 
After listening to his 
rationale for eliminating 
the prickly bushes, I 
offered my own take 
on the benefits of berry 
bushes. 

The first, and 
probably most obvious, 
benefit for wild berries 
is as a food source. 
Nothing is better than 
grabbing a juicy wild 
blackberry or wild 
raspberry fresh from the 
stem and popping it in 
your mouth. However, 
a close second is the 
culinary uses wild berries have that enhance any 
dining experience. We’ve enjoyed several freshly 
baked blackberry pies and crisps throughout the 
summer months. Some berries found their way into 
pancakes, parfaits, and cheesecake toppings while 
others were sprinkled on top of vanilla ice cream for 
a refreshing treat. As I write this article, I am looking 
at a year’s supply of homemade blackberry jam and 
jellies that are filling pint jars in our pantry. 

Humans aren’t the only species that use wild 
berries for consumption; various wildlife species 
thrive on the wild offerings. I have been amazed at 
the different animals I have witnessed utilizing our 
multiple berry patches. Each year, our patches are 
abuzz, literally, with activity as honeybees fly from 
miles around to visit the flowering berry plants. As the 
berries develop, wild turkeys will stroll through the 
paths in the patches to snatch some low-hanging fruit. 

Beneficial Berries Raccoons and possums aren’t opposed to making a 
meal of ripe berries that have fallen from their perch 
onto the ground. I couldn’t attempt to give an accurate 
approximation as to the number of different songbirds 
species I have observed dining on both the berries and 
bugs that are drawn to the sweet treats. As the berries 
disappear and fall’s cool nights begin to set in, I have 
witnessed on more than one occasion whitetail deer 
browsing on the berry bush leaves. 

As if being an excellent food source wasn’t 
enough of a reason for my acquaintance to spare his 
wild blackberry plants, providing cover for wildlife 
is another plus for berry bushes. Many insect species 
seek the prickly plants for long-term protection. 
Mammals and birds of many species seek rest in short 
spurts among the low-hanging berry branches; one 
mammal in particular 
thrives in the thorny 
habitat. The berry bushes 
on our hunting property 
are always loaded with 
cottontail rabbits. Each 
winter, we successfully 
bag several rabbits for 
our pot and our freezer 
without putting a dent 
in their ever-expanding 
population. A leisurely 
stroll after a fresh 
snowfall will result in 
vast rabbit runways 
covered in fresh rabbit 
droppings that remind 
us rabbits love berry bushes.

Berry bushes also serve as natural boundaries 
that help set edge habitat. Edges are areas where two 
cover types come together. Wildlife instinctively 
follows edges to travel; that’s why whitetail deer are 
often observed on the edge where an agricultural field 
meets a woodline. Berry bushes that form an edge 
with a field or woodline can help funnel deer and 
wild turkeys to a hunter’s stand. Deer and turkeys 
will avoid traveling through the middle of thick, picky 
berry bushes if there is an easier access route to get 
to where they want to go. Not only do these briars 
work as edge habitat to funnel wild game, they can 
also serve as barriers to keep human trespassers from 
accessing property where they are not welcome. 

When our conversation was winding down, my 
acquaintance commented that maybe, armed with 
new information, he would reconsider cutting down 
all his wild berry bushes. He added that it would 
be a lot of work, and he didn’t relish the idea of 
getting scratched up by all the thorns. As the wheels 
continued to turn, he began to talk me through the 
hanging of a new tree stand at the end of his berry 
patch. If you are fortunate to have wild blackberry 
or wild raspberry patches thriving on your property, 
you can reap the benefits of food, cover, and natural 
boundaries they provide.
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See SCHOOLS on page 5

Huron No. 5 - Lawitzke School
Part 2

Join us in the continuation as Lawitzke’s students 
settle into their brand-new schoolhouse. 

The history of Huron No. 5, also 
known as Lawitzke School, dates back 
to 1882 when this new district organized 
just months after the Great Fire. The 
original school, as shown on the 1890 
plat map, stood in Section 24 on the 
northwest corner of the intersection of 
Kaufman and Finkel Roads. The most 
recent schoolhouse, built in 1904 and 
documented on the 1904 plat map, 
was located one mile west of the first 
building, on the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Kaufman and Minden 
Roads, or the southeast corner of the 
southeast quarter of Section 23, Huron 
Township, Huron County.

The Annual Statistical Report to the 
school inspectors for the year ending 
July 10, 1905, preserved at the Huron 
Intermediate School District, offered 
slightly different information than the Annual Reports 
of the School Districts. According to the 1905 

Schools of Yesteryear
By Janis Stein

Kathleen and Pauline 
Lawitzke, going to 
school in 1918.  Photo 
courtesy of Kathleen 
(Lawitzke) Hass.

The Lawitzke School, with 
Marlene Lawitzke in the 
foreground. Marlene’s 
grandmother (Kathleen’s 
mother), Mattie Lawitzke, was 
the first teacher in the newly 
built school in 1904. Photo 
courtesy of Kathleen (Lawitzke) 
Hass.

Watch our Facebook page for expanded hours! 
Lunch and dinner options coming soon!

HURON’S FINEST
YOUR LOCAL ALL PURPOSE MARKET

1520 N. Van Dyke
Bad Axe, MI 48413

Jim Cox
Maryo Cox
Aaron Cox

Shaun Parrish
989.269.7200

statistical report, a total of 131 children between the 
ages of five and 20 lived within the district, and of 
these 93 students were enrolled, which was nearly 
double the number of 56 reported the previous year 
on the Annual Report of the School 
Districts and an approximate increase 
of 20 students from the figures 
reported at the turn of the century. 
Mattie B. Kennedy taught nine 
months of school and earned $360. 
The value of the school property was 
listed at $1,500, reflecting the new 
schoolhouse, and $750 was listed 

as the “indebtedness of 
district for which bonds 
have been issued.” The 
“total indebtedness for 
all purposes July 10, 
1905” was listed as 
“none.”

The new 
schoolhouse had a 
dictionary, globe, maps, 
and all other supplies 
required by law. No 
students graduated 
from the eighth grade, 
nor were any pursuing 
studies above the eighth grade within the 
walls of Lawitzke School. The receipts 
portion of the financial report showed 
the district received $1,000 from loans. 

The expenditures, in addition to the teacher’s salary, 
included $975.05 for the building, and $250 paid on 
the principal, along with $29.67 for interest on loans. 

The district also spent $50.83 for textbooks; $29.25, 
fuel; $6.35, incidentals; $18, insurance; $8, janitor’s 
salary; and $21 for the officers’ salary. The report was 
signed by the three-man school board: director O. C. 

Burzlaff, moderator Albert Philipp, 
and treasurer August Finkel. 

The Annual Statistical Report 
for the year ending July 9, 1906, 
showed enrollment at 74 students. Of 
the 128 children between the ages of 
five and 20 living within the district, 
32 were between the ages of 14 and 
18; of those 32, 13 were part of the 
74 enrolled, and none were studying 
above the eighth grade. Overall, the 
students had a 73 percent attendance 
rate. The district did not yet have a 
library. Teacher Mattie B. Kennedy 
earned $360 for the nine months of 
school she taught. The indebtedness 
of the district for which bonds had 
been issued totaled $450, and $477 
was the total indebtedness for all 
purposes as of July 9, 1906. The 
school board remained the same.

The Annual Reports of the 
School Districts for the year ending 
July 8, 1907, listed enrollment at 

67 students, who had a 56 percent attendance rate 
over the course of the nine months that school was in 
session. By 1909, enrollment increased to 78 students 
– 39 boys and 39 girls. Wesley B. Beadle taught 
10 months of school and earned $750. No students 
graduated from the eighth grade, nor did any pursue 
studies above the eighth grade. Expenditures included 
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SCHOOLS from page 4

Iodine...
By Dr. Timothy Grondin

…is so important that 
I’m mentioning it again! A 
2006 Breast Cancer Patient-
Iodine Study by Dr. David 
Brownstein was a small study 
but an important one. He used 
the iodine-loading test to 
determine the iodine, bromine, 

and fluoride levels in eight breast cancer patients 
and 10 non-breast-cancer patients. The results 
showed that iodine levels were low in all patients. 
The levels of the toxin bromide trended higher in 
the breast cancer patients in another study called the 
Eskin study. The bromide levels in Dr. Brownstein’s 
patients were also significantly elevated in the breast 
cancer patients as opposed to the non-breast-cancer 
patients. Also, the levels of the toxin fluoride were 
higher in the breast cancer patients. 

Supplementing with iodine will rectify the iodine 
deficiency and importantly help the body detox these 
toxins. All of Dr. Brownstein’s patients were low in 
iodine because he practices in Michigan, and we are 
in the goiter belt. The entire Midwest region has no 
iodine in the soil, so there’s minimal iodine in the 
diet here. Bromine you get from baked goods like 
bread and muffins, etc. They used to put iodine in 
bread, but now they use bromine. If you have breast 
cancer, get all breads and grains out of your diet. 
Fluoride you get from toothpaste and municipal 
water supplies. Drink bottled water instead and use 

The Doctor’s Corner

Dizzy Daisy
Winery & Vineyard

Dizzy Daisy

1288 CROWN RD., BAD AXE  •  989-269-2366
www.dizzydaisywinery.com  |  Open Daily Noon - 5

With 70 different wines and 
ciders, each visit is a unique 
experience.  Visit our Winery 

on Crown Road!  

Your body is made to move. Let us help.

DECKERVILLE 
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. David A Nisbett
2515 Maple St.

810-376-8510

Keeps you 
moving!

Most Insurance Accepted

$12.58 for “repairs on buildings,” $200 was paid on 
the principal of the loan, and $1.50, for insurance. 
Additionally, the district invested $55 in “furniture 
and apparatus,” which may have included desks, a 
stove, a bookcase, or an organ, etc., and the officers 
earned a total of $30 for their salaries. The district 
spent $25.70 on fuel; $21.50 for loan interest; $5 
for the janitor’s salary; $6.05 for supplies that could 
have included brooms, chalk, pails, towels, shovel, 
soap, census, etc.; $32.48 for appendages, such as 
a globe, maps, charts, dictionary, etc.; and $28.67 
for free textbooks. Albert Philipp and August Finkel 
continued with their roles on the school board; 
however, Gustav Marquardt replaced Otto Burzlaff 
as director.

The Annual Statistical Report for the 1909–
1910 school year showed Mr. A. E. Ayotte taught 
67 students for nine months, and he earned $630 
for the year, or $70 per month. Subjects taught 
included Arithmetic, Civil Government, Geography, 
Grammar, Physiology, Reading, and Agriculture.

Teacher W. B. Beadle signed the teacher’s 
contract for the 1910–1911 school year; he taught 10 
months of school and earned $760 for his tutelage. 
For the first time, the students enjoyed checking out 
the titles – 70 books in all – in the school’s library. No 
eighth-graders graduated during the year. However, 
one pupil pursued studies above the eighth grade in 
subjects such as School Law and Theory & Art of 
Teaching. Expenditures included $44.70 for buildings 
and $26.07 for repairs on buildings. In addition, 
the district paid $163.98 for general purposes from 
the general fund. The “general purposes” category 
included transportation of pupils; insurance; 
indemnity bonds; furniture and apparatus; officers’ 
salaries; interest on loans; unusual expenses, such as 
law suits; rent; fuel; janitor; cleaning of schoolhouse; 
incidentals, such as brooms, chalk, towels, soap; 
census; appendages, such as globe, maps, dictionary, 
free textbooks; water supply or well; record and 
account books; care and grading of grounds; building 
of fences, and outhouses. The three-man board 
remained the same, with Gustav Marquardt serving as 
director and Albert Philipp and August Finkel serving 
as moderator and treasurer, respectively. 

Be sure to look for the continuation next month to 
learn more about the early days at Lawitzke School.

©2022 Stein Expressions, LLC 

non-fluoridated toothpaste. 
Yours in health,
Dr. Grondin
If you have any questions or suggestions for 

future topics, feel free to email Dr. Grondin at 
docgrondin@gmail.com, or call his office at 810-
984-3344.

Dr. Timothy Grondin started his career as a 
medic (corpsman) in the Navy where he examined, 
diagnosed, and treated people for minor illnesses 
under the direction of an M.D. When Grondin left 
the military, he became a nurse and worked on 
the medical/surgical ward at Pontiac Osteopathic 
Hospital for a number of years. Though he began 
taking pre-med courses at Oakland University, 
Grondin changed his mind, choosing to become 
a chiropractor instead. Grondin graduated from 
Palmer College of Chiropractic in 1988 and has 
been in practice in Port Huron since 1989.

DISCLAIMER: The information provided here 
is intended for educational purposes only. It is not 
meant to either directly or indirectly diagnose, 
give medical advice, or prescribe treatment. Please 
consult with your physician or other licensed 
healthcare professional for medical diagnosis and 
treatment.
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By Al Eicher

Did you know 12,500 orphans were placed in 
Michigan from 1854 to 1927? In the year 2000, while 
my son and I were doing research for a documentary 
on the video history of Oxford, Michigan, we came 
across an orphan train rider, who became a doctor 

in Oxford. A week later 
we discovered another 
named “Tommy,” who 
years later was a farmer. A 
year later we had gathered 
enough information 
to confirm Michigan 
families in 44 towns took 
in orphans brought here 
on the Michigan Central 
Railroad.

New York City, in the 1840s and ’50s, was 
receiving thousands of immigrants from Europe 
monthly. They came seeking new opportunities, 
freedom, and justice in our new land. Due to 
language barriers and for many not being able to 
read and write, they ended up in dangerous and low-

The Way It Was
...The Orphan Train in Michigan

989-269-6061      236 Pigeon Road, Bad Axe      

Sale Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Gift Certificates Available

FALL SALE ~ Sept 6th - 17th 
989-269-6061

Check us out 
online at

www.greenacre.land 
or on Facebook

All Trees, Shrubs, & 
Perennials 15% off

• Snow Fountain 
Weeping Cherry

• Prairiefire Flowering 
Crabapple

• Sunburst Locust Tree
• Pacific Sunset Maple
• Crimson King Maple
• Oak Tree
• Hydrangea Tree 

• Red Sunset Maple
• October Glory Maple
• Cleveland Flowering 

Pear
• Tulip Tree
• Fruit Trees

Plus many more varieties to choose from!

paying jobs in foundries, or on the waterfront docks. 
In a poor family, when the husband or wife died, the 
children many times took to the streets to help feed 
the family survivors. Many of these poor children 
became beggars, 
delinquents, and 
“street urchins.”

In 1853, 
Charles Loring 
Brace, a Methodist 
minister, seeing 
the masses of poor 
destitute children 
in the New York 
City streets, decided to do something about the 
problem. He formed the New York Children’s Aid 
Society, and by September of 1854, he put 14 boys 
on the train for the trip westward. At Detroit, the 

children transferred to 
the Michigan Central 
Railroad and traveled 
across the state to 
Dowagiac.

This was the first 
placement of orphans 
in Michigan. Orphan 
train riders were cared 
for by agents, usually 
two adults, of the New 
York Children Aid 

Society. During the peak 
periods, 200 children 
monthly left New York 
City for the trip to the 
Northwest Territory. The 
Children’s Aid Society set 
up a network of Christian 
church groups in 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, 
and other frontier states. 
By 1929, 46 states would 
take part in receiving 
orphans. Some orphan 
train riders are still 
around to tell their story. 
In several states, such as 
Kansas and Nebraska, 
there are annual reunions. 
Here, in Michigan, we 
do not have an organized 

group of orphan train riders. 
The major orphan 

placements along the 
Michigan Central 
Railroad line were 
in towns such as 
Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, 
Chelsea, Jackson, 
Marengo, Marshall, 
Battle Creek, and 
Kalamazoo. The 
orphans also traveled 
on the Pere Marquette, 
Grand Trunk, and 
Southern Line. Residents at Bay City, Saginaw, 
Fenton, Romeo, Adrian, Pontiac, Flint, and Midland 
welcomed the “little wanderers.”

Orphan children also came to Michigan from the 
Boston area. The organization was called the New 
England Home for Little Wanderers. This home was 
formed by a few wealthy Boston businessmen, just 
after the end of the Civil War. At the time, the North 
Atlantic states were mourning the tens of thousands 
of Union soldiers killed in battle. Orphanages were at 
full capacity with children of widows who couldn’t 
provide for the children. Some women resorted to 
prostitution to feed the children. Law enforcement 
officials stepped in and took the children.

Orphans, three to 16 years of age, came to 
Michigan from 1854 to 1927. Thirty-nine percent of 

the orphans were girls. 
Many of the boys were 
indentured servants 
until age 21; most were 
never adopted. There 
are many stories we 
could relate about the 
selection process, what 
they saw riding the 
rails, and the hardships 
they endured.

The life and 
times of the orphan train rider in Michigan is well 
documented in our video, The Orphan Train in 
Michigan. If you would like specific information 
about the Michigan placement, call Al or David 
Eicher at 248-333-2010, or check out our website, 
www.program-source.com. And That’s the Way It 
Was!   

Al and Dave Eicher provide television production 
services to corporations, 
ad agencies, and nonprofit 
organizations. They also 
create Michigan town 
histories and offer lecture 
services on a variety of 
Michigan History Events. 
You may contact them at  
248-333-2010;  email: 
info@program-source.
com; website:  www.
program-source.com. 

Orphans by train tracks. 
Courtesy of University 
of Kansas.

A nicely dressed group of 
orphans. Courtesy of New 
York Children’s Aid Society.

Children on the street. 
Courtesy of New York 
Children’s Aid Society.

Boys on the train, looking 
out windows. Courtesy of 
New York Children’s Aid 
Society.

Children on display. 
Courtesy of New York 
Children’s Aid Society.

Are you looking to Buy, List or Sell?
989.670.8129 | kimburley74@yahoo.com

Give Kim a call, she does IT all!
Have you been thinking about selling 

your house or land?
Stop hesitating and call me today!

There are a lot of buyers looking for their next 
property, yours could be the one.

Let Kim Donovan list it for you!
See me at Schneebergers for

furniture and appliances

Kim Donovan | Agent
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See MUTINY on page 11

Captain Morgan's Mutiny
Part 4

Join in the conclusion to learn 
more about an insightful account 
of Morgan’s life as a keeper at a 

remote station on Lake Superior. 
The Pointe aux Barques U.S. Life-Saving Station 

was designed by an architect for the Service named J. L. 
Parkinson. He designed many of the early Great Lakes 
stations. Within the next decade, an architect working 
under the general superintendent of the Service was also 
designing stations and station modifications. His name 
was A. B. Bibb, and under the “Bibb” style of design, 
15 stations were built in the Great Lakes between 1886 
and 1891. I only note this because of a story Bibb wrote 
concerning Keeper Morgan while he was stationed at 
Sucker Creek, Lake Superior (Station No. 12.) Bibb’s 
account described a visit to the station and Keeper 
Morgan as an eccentric and interesting character in his 
story, which was published in Frank Leslie’s Popular 
Monthly in April 1882.

“A fish supper having been duly dispatched, we sat 
in the door, smoking the captain’s cigars and chatting. 

Captain Ron's Chronicles
BY CAPTAIN RON BURKHARD

Gently the night came down as we sat and watched the 
wonderful tone of gray stealing over the sea and sky. 
The old captain was spinning a long yarn about life 
at No. 12, his wife helping him now and then with a 
leaf out of her experience. He told us how he passed 
winter here when the snow lay six feet on the level, and 
reached almost to the top of the house, blowing in off 
the ice-bound lake and lodging in a big drift under the 
hill. He had pitched his wigwam upon Muskallonge 
Lake and sat within many long days, fishing through the 
ice, the cat, dog and cow his only companions. When 
he could he worked in the woods, felling trees in this 
clearing which we saw. Now and then he heard from 
the outer world, when Fechette passes up the shore 
with his dog-train to Grand Marais and down again for 
the Sault. The cow, the dog, and the cat marched about 
with him everywhere. When the spring opened and the 
crew came back to the station, these animals, for a long 
time, would go on tramp with the patrol at night: the 
cow especially, was slow to give up the habit. [Author’s 
note: as a farm boy I know that the cows are not the 
brightest bulb in the barn, but they are stubborn.] 

“Mrs. Morgan had not been within here in the 
winters; he was entirely alone. His crews had been 
drawn from rough material—the lumbering camps 
back in the woods, in the early fall. There was one 
camp of 80 men now 13 miles up the Sucker River. They 
would soon be out when he anticipated trouble with his 
men, already discontented. One of his first crews had 

jumped him on the beach at night and intended to hang 
him, but he got ‘the drop’ on the crowd, and drove them 
up the beach to duty at the muzzle of their own revolver. 
Chartier (the Keeper of the Two-heart River Station) 
was with him, having known of the row, and came up to 
back him. Thus he told his story, not in such words, but 
mostly in figurative nautical lingo, plentifully enriched 
with expletives. We slept in the captain’s room, on the 
upper floor of the station, that night, and certainly no 
more comfortable quarter could be desired. Such a 
home in the wilderness seemed doubly enjoyable. In the 
morning a great din arose under the window. Looking 
out, there was the captain blowing on a tin fog horn, 
and the great dogs seated on their haunches about 
him, baying in deep and dismal tones. These animals 
are worked in the sleds during the winter. They are 
large, sinewy brutes, of great strength and endurance. 
Fechette makes the run with them from Grand Marais 
to Sault Ste. Marie in two days. He goes himself on 
snowshoes, sometimes riding on the sled, and stopping 
at intervals to rest and eat. Captain Morgan has trained 
them to travel the beach on foggy nights, baying in their 
deep voices. The sound carries far to sea, he says.

“Our visit to Captain Morgan’s station was 
accompanied by the unpleasant feature of a sort of 
mutiny among the crew. They were at loggerheads 
with their keeper. The trouble seemed to have arisen 
out of the keeper’s insistence on discipline and a strict 
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Harbor Beach Harvest Festival
Chili Cook-Off - Pie & Dessert Contest - Craft & Veggie Expo

Local Music Talent • Drawings & Prizes
WLEW Car Drawing 
Call 989-479-8210 for more Chili Cook-Off details

HarvestFestival
Saturday, September 17th

Chili Cook-Off
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. |Downtown Harbor Beach

 Cost: $3  
Pick up your ballot at 

the Visitor’s Center; visit 
participating downtown 
shops for chili tasting &

vote for your favorite!

Murphy Museum Craft & Veggie Expo
  10 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Murphy Museum Lawn

Contact Barb at 989-553-3317 for details.

harborbeachchamber.com

HARBOR BEACH

Pie & Dessert Contest
                   Drop off  pies & desserts at Visitor Center by 10:30
Pieces for Sale after Judging! Call 989-430-2817 for details

Family Fun Activities: 

Tom Petty Tribute Band:

11 a.m. Hayride, Scarecrow Walk, Crafts & Games
Contact Michelle at (801) 641-5885 for details or to Volunteer

7 p.m. at the Theatre, Tickets available at 
LakeLightEntertainment.com

we have life insurance. because, well,  
you can’t predict the future. 
simple human sense

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

EILBER INSURANCE 
AGENCY

PORT HOPE
(989) 428-4113

HARBOR BEACH
(989) 479-0143

Michael Gust · Paula Gust · Kayla Lloyd

Tires - Oil Changes 
Brakes - Tune Ups - General Auto Repair

PATRICK NEY
Owner / Certifi ed Mechanic

Open Mon.- Fri.: 
8:30 am - 5 pm 

NEY'S AUTO SERVICE
267 Hunter Industrial Drive
Harbor Beach, MI  48441

neysautoservice.com

989-479-3431

T O W N L E Y
B  U  S  I  N  E  S  S

S E R V I C E S

989-479-6148 
132 State St. Harbor Beach  |  Fax 989-479-3723

Enjoy the Harvest Festival!

Hunter Lumber

(989) 479-3535

Offering a complete line of building lumber 
and building products

Summer Hours:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Also
Carrying

PLUMBING & 
ELECTRIC 
SUPPLIES

142 North First Street
Harbor Beach, MI  48441

The Harbor Beach Chamber of Commerce, the city 
of Harbor Beach, and area merchants invite one and all to 
join in the bounty of the harvest at the Annual Harvest 
Festival! Additional activities in Harbor Beach include 
the Farmers’ Market every Friday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
so stock up on autumn's bounty, and see what’s new! 
Harbor Beach is the place to be in September!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 
17, for the Annual Harvest Festival and Chili Cook-
Off from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. in downtown Harbor Beach! 
Participating merchants will be concocting their favorite 

chili recipes in hopes to secure the traveling trophy. 
Everyone is welcome to join in this tasty event. Pick 
up your ballot at the Visitor’s Center, visit participating 
downtown businesses for chili tasting, and vote for your 
favorite! Cost is $3. Maps will be handed out to chili 
samplers, and while shopping from store to store, tasters 
will enjoy many varieties as merchants and community 
groups compete for bragging rights for the best-tasting 
chili! 

As part of the Harvest Festival, don’t miss the 
Murphy Museum Craft & Veggie Expo, which runs 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Stroll along the Museum 
grounds, and check out all 
the booths with handmade 
items from local artisans, 
as well as baked goods 
and local produce. In 
addition, be sure to check 
out the fall family fun 
activities, including an 11 
a.m. hayride, a scarecrow 
walk, crafts, and games. 
Interested volunteers or 
those seeking additional 
details may call Michelle 
at 801-641-5885 for more 
information.

The Harvest Festival 

Pie & Dessert Contest is open to all who are interested in 
whipping up their secret recipe. Drop your sweet treat off 
at the Visitor’s Center by 10:30 a.m.; after the judging, 
pieces of desserts will be available for sale. 

An additional influx of visitors will be making 
their way to Harbor Beach during the Harvest Festival 
because WLEW will be announcing the winner of the 
1988 Camaro IROC-Z! Come early for a chili lunch, tour 
the downtown businesses with merchants decked out 
in autumn finery, and find out the lucky winner of this 
classic car!

Stay the day in Harbor Beach, and enjoy the 7 p.m. 
performance of a Tom Petty Tribute Band at the theatre; 
tickets are available at www.lakelightentertainment.com. 

Be sure to mark September 24 and 25 on your 
calendar, and visit Harbor Beach’s museums, including 
the Frank Murphy House and the Grice House; both 
museums will be open for tours from noon until 4 p.m. 
as part of Huron County’s Museum Weekend event, 
and the Grice Museum will also feature the debut of 
their girl scouting exhibit in the pavilion. (The Harbor 
Beach Lighthouse will be closed for the season.) Look 
for additional details about the Countywide Museum 
Weekend article in this issue.

Be sure to visit www.harborbeach.com for more 
great things to see and do in Harbor Beach!

For more information about these and other 
upcoming events, please visit www.harborbeachchamber.
com. For more information about the Chili Cook-Off, 
please call 989-479-8210, and to learn more about the 
dessert contest, call 989-430-2817. Interested in being a 
vendor? Call 989-553-3317 for details. 

The Lakeshore Guardian would like to thank the 
Harbor Beach area businesses who made these pages 
possible. While you’re in Harbor Beach, please be sure 
to let these businesses know you saw their ads in The 
Lakeshore Guardian!
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Your Safe Harbor for Great Healthcare!  

Harbor Beach Hospital Foundation Prize Raffle 
Tickets can be purchased in the Business Office, with a Foundation Member, or at Local Businesses.  

Drawing on September 23, 2022 • Need Not be Present to Win • Raffle License #R65704 
All Proceeds Benefit the Harbor Beach Hospital Foundation. Thank you for your Support! 

8.7” Samsung Tablet 

43” Smart TV Homemade Lighthouse Pillow Set Peterson’s Garage 6 Quart Oil Change 

Patti’s Barber Shop 1 Man/Boy Haircut  

& 6 Tanning Visits 

Heavenly Escape Massage & Day Spa 1/2 Hour Massage 

And More! 

$200 McKenzie Jewelers Gift Certificate 

$50 Darlene’s Fashions Gift Certificate 

$50 Stormie Dreams Gift Certificate 

Keurig Basket 

U of M Aidan and Chris Hutchinson Autographed Football with Blanket 

Detroit Pistons Cade Cunningham Autographed Lithograph, Bobble Head, and Game Tickets 

$20 Smalley’s Bar & Grill Gift Certificate 

Auto Detailing Gift Basket 

Cooler Gift Basket 

Tupperware Gift Basket 

Flower Boutique by Joann Fall Silk 

Camping Gift Basket 

134 S. Huron Ave., Harbor Beach   
 989-479-6552

  We are more than a Flower Shop...
Stop in and see our Gift Items!

Gifts • Balloons • Plants • Fresh & Fall Silk Floral Arrangements

Come to the Harvest Festival on 
September 17th and vote for our chili!

Flower Boutique 
by Joann

Old-Fashioned Candy Counter 

Harbor Beach Auto & 
Truck Supply

112 N. HURON AVE. HARBOR BEACH
989-479-6040

    Find us on Facebook for News, Promos and Deals!

Welcome to
Harbor Beach!

ONE WORLD | ONE WEEK | ONE FESTIVAL

The World’s First Global Film Festival

you be 

the 
judge

Join over 100,000 fi lm-lovers in more than 
500 cities across 6 continents for the 

25th Annual MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival!
Friday, Saturday and Thursday,           
September 23, 24 & 29 at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, September 25 at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.

when

HARBOR BEACH COMMUNITY THEATRE
FILM FESTIVAL OF 9 SHORT FILMS 12-17 mins

Admission is free, but donations for the Theatre are encouraged. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.

MANHATTAN SHORT allows the audience (i.e. You) 
to vote for Best Film and Best Actor. Winners are 

announced on the last day of the festival. Manhattan 
Short is for fi lm lovers who want to experience unique 

and riveting stories from all around the world.
(Visit hbadl.org or ManhattanShort.com for more info.)

where

what

989-479-6366
Fax 989-479-0000 | 226 State Street, Harbor Beach   

Be sure to file your returns before the
EXTENSION DEADLINE! 

We can help - call for an appointment!

Join us Saturday, September 17th in
DOWNTOWN HARBOR BEACH for the

Come and Taste    
   Our Chili!

HARVEST FESTIVAL
& Chili Cook-Off

Food
Drinks

Yard Games
& More

8770 S. Lakeshore Rd., Harbor Beach, MI
989-864-3200

Call or visit us online:  boondocksm-25.com

Darlene's Fashions
GIFT CERTIFICATES ALWAYS FIT!

Darlene Schelke, Owner
Monday - Saturday: 10 - 3 

308 State St., Harbor Beach, MI  ·  (989) 479-9016

HURON COUNTY’S LARGEST LADIES SPECIALTY SHOP

DRESSES • TOPS • BOTTOMS • PETITE • MISSY • PLUS SIZES
Sportswear & Accessories * Free Layaway

Summer Sales &
New Fall Arrivals!

315 State Street
(2 1/2 Blocks West of the Light)

989.479.0004

Free Wi-FiHarbor Beach
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IRON CHIEF from page 1

7252 Cedar Street, P. O. Box 187
Port Sanilac, MI 48469

810-622-8009
810-622-8652 Fax

Kimberly Lawler,  Licensee  
810-404-1010 

klawler112373@gmail.com

              Private and semi-private rooms available 
for male or female.  Fully updated facility, including 

complete sprinkler and alarm system.

Carol Lawler, Administrator

Carol's Adult Foster Care

989-738-5046•8743 Pearson Rd., Grindstone City

989-738-5105 •Next to JJ’s Party Store
Homemade 

Soups

Home 
Smoked Pork

Home 
Ground 
Burger

Best Reuben 
Sandwiches

Pulled Pork 
Pizza Beer, Wine,

Liquor

Big Variety
Groceries

Fresh 
Produce

Open Daily 
at 10 am

Open daily
at 11 am 

MOVED to: 356 E. Sanilac Rd., 
Sandusky, MI 48471

Email: 
orders@stolikers.com
artwork@stolikers.com

Screen Printing * Computerized Embroidery   
Sublimation * Laser Engraving * Vinyl Lettering  
Signs * Promotional Materials * Varsity Jackets

810-648-5124
• Tees
• Sweats
• Hoodies
• Bags &
• More

www.stolikers.com

EVERYTHING FOR 
TRUCKS AND TRAILERS

MACHINE SHOP • PARTS • SERVICE
810-648-3004
800-272-1797
www.vanalstinetruck.com

91 Marshall Dr.
Sandusky, MI 48471

Port Hope
SERVICE
STATION

4314 Main Street                989-428-3311
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

smile awhile
Chinese Medicine

A Chinese doctor can’t find a job in a hospital in 
America, so he opens a clinic and puts a sign outside 
that reads "GET TREATMENT FOR $20 – IF NOT 
CURED, GET BACK $100." An American lawyer 
thinks this is a great opportunity to earn $100 and goes 
to the clinic. 

Lawyer: "I have lost my sense of taste." Chinese: 
"Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 14 and put 
three drops in patient's mouth." Lawyer: "Ugh. this is 
kerosene." Chinese: "Congrats, your sense of taste is 
restored. Give me my $20." 

The annoyed lawyer goes back after a few days 
to try to recover his money. Lawyer: "I have lost 
my memory. I can’t remember anything." Chinese: 
"Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 14 and put three 
drops in his mouth." Lawyer (annoyed): "This is 
kerosene. You gave this to me last time for restoring 
my taste." Chinese: "Congrats. You got your memory 
back. Give me $20." 

The fuming lawyer pays him, then comes back a 
week later determined to get back $100. Lawyer: "My 
eyesight has become very weak; I cannot see at all." 
Chinese: "Well, I don't have any medicine for that, so 
take this $100." Lawyer (staring at the note): "But this 
is $20, not $100!" Chinese: "Congrats, your eyesight 
is restored. Give me $20."

The cause was obvious; her propeller shaft was leaking, 
and the noise was from the blown-out stuffing that kept 
it watertight. Now, with the engine stopped, water was 
flooding in even faster. Realizing that it was only a matter 
of minutes before the water reached the hot boilers and 
extinguished the fires, or worse yet caused an explosion, 
the captain had no other choice but to order the ship 
abandoned. Running back to the wheelhouse and using 
what little steam they had left, the captain grabbed the 
whistle pull and blew two long and three short blasts, the 
signal to let go the tow line. There was real danger that if 
the Chief sank quickly, she could pull the Iron Cliff under 
with her.

The Iron Cliff instantly replied with her own whistle 
repeating the two long and three short blast signal; then, 
the barge captain and crew prepared to raise her sails 
and come alongside the sinking steamer to take off the 
crew. As fortune would have it, that wasn’t needed. The 
big 400-foot steel steamer, Andrew Carnegie, had been 
steadily overtaking the pair all afternoon. Alerted by the 
emergency signals from the Chief, her captain deftly 
placed the Carnegie alongside the Chief. It isn’t clear if 
lifeboats were launched, but the Carnegie was able to get 
the entire crew of 17 aboard safely, avoiding tragedy by 
minutes.

On board the Iron Cliff, the sails had been raised, 
and without the need to stop for the Chief’s crew, she 
continued on to the only close harbor, Alpena, arriving 
at night on October 5. As for the Iron Chief, her crew, 
safely on board the Carnegie, could only watch as their 
ship slowly disappeared stern first into the depths of Lake 

Huron. Almost three-quarters of a century would pass 
before she would be seen again.

The Ship
 The Iron Chief was a wooden steam barge used in 

the iron ore and bulk freight trade, one of many built 
by the Detroit Dry Dock Company of Wyandotte, 
Michigan. She was an average size vessel for her day 
at 228 feet overall and 35 feet wide with a depth of 17 
feet. Her hull was white oak with the added strength of 
iron strapping inside her framing. She was launched in 
May of 1881 as a sailing ship, double-decked with four 
masts and schooner-rigged sails. Changing needs in the 
iron ore trade soon proved to her owners that she would 
be better utilized as a steamer, so after operating her first 
year under sail, she was converted to steam during the 
1881–1882 winter.

Her engine was a steeple compound built by 
Frontier Iron Works of Detroit; the cylinder was 26 x 36 
x 48 with a 36-inch stoke. The engine was intended to be 
powerful enough to drive her while also towing a barge. 
Her owners, James and John Corrigan, of Cleveland, 
needed a more flexible approach to the volatile iron 
ore trade. They doubled her usefulness. Her capacity 
could be greater with a barge in tow, yet if required, the 
steamer could carry smaller loads herself, especially to 
restricted ports with dockage for only one vessel. At this 
time, the need for tonnage varied from season to season. 

Please watch for the continuation in the October 
issue.

Marine artist Robert McGreevy is the author of 
Lost Legends of the Lakes, which is now available in 
paperback in select stores for $19.95, or you may contact 
the artist for more information through his website at 
www.mcgreevy.com.
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Bischer Landscaping SuppliesBischer Landscaping Supplies
COME SEE OUR LARGE DISPLAY FOR GREAT    
             PRODUCTS AND INSPIRING IDEAS!

You’ve got to come and 
see it to believe it!!

1331 Thompson Road
Bad Axe, MI 48413

Hours:
Mon. - Fri.  7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat.  8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Phone 989-269-9508  

Jill’s Cell 989-551-8412

• Retaining Wall Systems •
• Pavers • Versa-Lok • Unilock •
• Stepping Stones • Fire Pits •
• Benches • Driveway Gravel •

• Cultured Stone • Decorative Stone •
• Mulch • Topsoil •  Delivery Available •

CBD Oil

Healthy Snacks

Special Orders

810-648-3637

160 E. Sanilac Rd. (M-46), Sandusky, MI
Three Blocks East of M-19

Herbs • Vitamins • Supplements • Essential Oils
     

The Health Store

Gift Certifi cates Available for 
Services & Products

Senior Discount - 10% Off  Supplements, Every Day!

MUTINY from page 7
performance of duty. This was irksome to these wild, 
free spirits of the forest, and they were making things 
very uncomfortable for the keeper. Some nasty threats 
had been muttered. They refused at first to get into 
the surfboat when Captain Morgan ordered it for our 
departure. When we did get off, the old captain carried 
a pistol in his shirt, and a hatchet in the stern beside 
him. He told us he feared their attacking him after we 
had gone. It was a specimen of the kind of life he has 
always led at this place.”  

What an insightful account of Morgan’s life as 
a keeper at a remote station. Although somewhat 
eccentric, he tried to maintain the high standards of 
the Life-Saving Service for his crew. Also, somewhat 
ironically, Bibb’s account used the word “mutiny” 
concerning Morgan’s crew. This was before he 
experienced an actual mutiny. This is a priceless 
account because keepers rarely wrote of their personal 
hardships; most of the details we have of keepers’ 
adventures occur only in logbooks and official reports 
to the Service. I have visited and stayed in lighthouses 
located in this remote area. I also have taken my boat 
up to this area to dive on shipwrecks. It is remote 
even today and must have been much more so in 
the 1800s. Station No. 12 of the 10th District would 
have been visited by Superintendent Kiah when he 
lived in Sand Beach (Harbor Beach). Station No. 
12 Muskallonge Lake, later Deer Park, was located 
abreast of Muskallonge Lake, 16 ½ miles east of Grand 
Marais and 18 ¼ miles west-southwest of Crisp Point 
with Whitefish Point further east. Sucker River runs 
between Grand Marais and Muskallonge Lake. A trip 
from Grand Marais to Sault Ste. Marie by Fechette, in 
two days, seems incredible even today – about 90 miles 
almost straight-line distance – considering the lack of 
roads and heavy snow depth. 

The above story was published shortly after Morgan 
came to the Pointe aux Barques station. It verified the 
records I have that he had previously been a keeper 
elsewhere, but provided little other new information on 
Morgan. It does state that he was married at the time, 
but does not name his wife. It also says he was an old 
captain while keeper at Sucker River, even though I 
see that he was 46 years old when he came to Pointe 
aux Barques during 1881. Perhaps old was a relative 
term Bibb used because there were instances of keepers 
being as young as 23 years old. More importantly, it 
tells of his negative experiences with surfmen in this 
crew at different times. Perhaps this affected his attitude 
toward his crew at Pointe aux Barques, and the crew 
sensed this and rebelled against him.

After looking through the cemetery and landowner 
records, I can find no other biographical information 
on keeper Quinton Morgan in that area. However, one 
of the many interesting things I came across while at 
the National Archives was a record of lifesaving boats. 
Besides the well-known lifeboats and surfboats, the 
stations also used what were called supply boats or work 
boats, which were just regular rowboats. They were 
often built by the crews at the stations where they were 
needed. Although keeper Quinton Morgan may have 
had his share of problems with his crews, he apparently 
was judged talented enough to build a supply boat for 
the Two-Hearted station. Prior to September 1881, he 
built this boat out of Norway pine while he was captain 
at the nearby Deer Park station, of which he was the 
first keeper.  

Captain Ron Burkhard is the author of The Pointe 
Aux Barques Lighthouse: A Comprehensive History 
Written by a Native Son, which is available for sale 
at the Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse Museum gift 
shop. To share life-saving station information or article 
feedback, you may reach the author at 231-313-7085.

©2022 Nautical Images LLC See YARNS on page 12

TALL TALE OR TRUTH? YOU DECIDE!

Countryside Yarns
The Rise & Fall of the Osage

Part 2

By Janis Stein

Join us in the continuation as members of the Osage 
Nation begin to drop like flies. Something fishy is going on 
in Oklahoma… 

Ernest Burkhart made his way to Oklahoma to work 
for his Uncle Bill, and it wasn’t long before Ernest ran 
into Mollie, quite literally, at a nearby trading post. The 
Big Hill Trading Company, located in Fairfax, was a large 
general store with an attached undertaking business; the 
establishment was a mecca for handshake deals and those 
with a desire to trade the latest gossip. Ernest and Mollie’s 
accidental meeting (or was it?) had both hearts beating 
faster than the Osage Nation’s drums, and Mollie was 
suddenly a believer in love at first sight. Perhaps her sisters 
had the right idea after all. Was there really any harm in 
taking up with a white man? As long as Mollie held fast 
to her traditions and culture, what would it matter if her 
children someday were only half-blooded Osage. 

Ernest, too, seemed quite smitten, and it wasn’t long 
before the two became one. In 1917, they tied the knot 
under the shade of a blackjack tree.

The U.S. government, purportedly ever concerned 
about the Osage – and their growing wealth – wondered 
if these Indians could appropriately handle their newfound 
riches. Perhaps, it would be in the best interest of the 
Osage if the government stepped in and assisted. Congress 
authorized and instructed the Office of Indian Affairs to 
determine which tribal members had the wherewithal to 
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Helps those  
recovering from:
• Heart Attack
• Congestive Heart Failure 
• Coronary Stent
• Angina
• Heart Transplant

Helps those  
recovering from:
• Asthma
• COPD
• Pulmonary Fibrosis
• Sarcoidosis
• Post-COVID Breathing 

Issues

FORESTER INN
  STEAK HOUSE & SALOON

HOURS: Sun. - Thurs. 11 AM - 9 PM, Fri. & Sat. 11 AM - 11 PM

5 Miles North Of Port Sanilac
2422 N. Lakeshore Rd., Carsonville, MI 48419

Have a Great 
School Year!

Try the pizza that
made us famous!

Take-Outs Available

810-622-8606

& 
     High Seas Sweets

Thursday-Saturday 9-5, Sunday 1-5

4895 N. Caseville Rd., Caseville
989-550-7083

manage their royalties. The Osage tribe, 
of course, objected vehemently, but those 
objections fell on deaf ears. Tribal members 
considered incapable of making sound 
financial decisions – and they comprised 
the majority – were deemed incompetent, 
and “guardians” were promptly court-
appointed to handle the Osage’s influx of 
money. Of course, the guardians were white 
men of authority, mostly local businessmen 
or prominent professionals in town, 
who now had their hands in the Osage 
Nation’s pockets. It was the responsibility 
of these government-appointed guardians 
to approve their wards’ spending for 
purchases big and small, right down to 
the penny candy found in glass jars at the 
general store’s candy counter. 

The Osage couldn’t have been more 
insulted. Meanwhile, many of the guardians 
were licking their chops. Corruption ran 
rampant.

And then tragedy struck.
On May 27, 1921, local hunters 

discovered the body of Anna Brown, 
Mollie Burkhart’s sister. Brown’s body, 
partially covered with leaves, was found at 
the bottom of a ravine. Mollie was beside 

herself with grief; at 36 years of age, Anna 
should have had years of life ahead of her. 
When the local sheriff, couldn’t come 
up with who might have done Anna in, 
he ruled her death as accidental. Alcohol 
poisoning seemed the most likely. Anna 
had been keeping company with all sorts 
of scallywags; served her right, some said. 
Others wondered if Anna’s pistol was still 
inside the alligator purse her hand was still 
clutching.

Meanwhile, on the day Anna’s body 
was discovered, so, too, was the body of her 
cousin, Charles Whitehorn. While people 
in town speculated whether Anna may have 
accidentally imbibed on a little too much 
rotgut whiskey, there was no question that 
Whitehorn’s death was intentional; the 
victim of a gunshot wound, his body was 
found near Pawhuska, the county seat in 
Osage County. 

Within two months’ time, Mollie’s 
mother, Lizzie, died under somewhat 
mysterious conditions – or could it simply 
have been old age? So many Indians were 
suddenly dying, it was hard to keep it all 
straight. One thing was certain, Lizzie’s 
heirs were in for a windfall. Not only had 
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MUFFLER MAN
COMPLETE CAR CARE SERVICE

Under New Ownership as of Jan.1, 2021

Not Just  
Mufflers!

Batteries Sold 
Here!

amsoil

bg flush services

FREE Loaner Cars for 
Your Convenience

127 W. Huron Ave., Bad Axe

989-269-9741
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Bob Karg - Owner

NEW State-of-the-Art 
Alignment Machine!

Stop in or call 
for an appointment!
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Plumbing, electrical, water heaters, tools, hardware, screen  repair, bird 
food, pest control, yard, garden & home supplies, decor, pop & apparel! 
Your hometown hardware store with so much more!

Electronic Property and Access
By Amanda Roggenbuck,
Attorney at Law

If you create virtual 
or electronic material or 
property, it can lead to issues 
down the road. When you 
become incapacitated or 
die, your estate planning 
documents need to incorporate 
the ability for your advocate 
and representative to access, 

manage, and monetize your electronic property 
if necessary. Sometimes something as simple as 
accessing your social media or email can result in 
extended court appearances and costs, which could 
be avoided if your estate planning documents provide 
those powers and access.  

The information in this article is not intended to 
serve as legal advice nor does it replace consulting 
a lawyer about your legal situation and questions. 
Amanda Roggenbuck, Attorney at Law, PLLC is 
currently accepting select cases in estate planning, 
family law, business planning, and probate fields. 

Legally SpeakingYARNS from page 12
Lizzie owned her own headright, she inherited her late 
husband’s, as well as two of her daughters, one who sadly 
passed away in childhood well before they found Anna at 
the bottom of that ravine.

Mollie and her last surviving sister, Rita, were worth 
a fortune.

In 1922, my half-blooded Osage mother married 
my white father, and after a few short months, upon the 
insistence and pleas of my mother’s parents, the decision 
was made that the four of them would leave Osage 
County and make their home in Saskatchewan, Canada, 
where several other Osage lived in peace. My father, a 
businessman, immediately became the guardian of my 
mother’s headright when they married; likewise, my 
maternal grandfather, a white man, was the guardian of my 
grandmother. 

My paternal grandparents, who were born and raised 
in Oklahoma, made the difficult decision to pull up their 
stakes, too, with the thought they would find a place near 
the Osage tribe in Saskatchewan. My father was an only 
child, and when he told his parents of their plan to move 
northward, they did not dally in their decision to follow 
suit. My white paternal grandparents cared little about skin 
color; they had grown up with the Osage as neighbors and 
treated them as such. In fact, they easily trusted the word 
of an Osage over a white man. 

Something fishy was going on in Oklahoma. People 
were dropping like flies.

As soon as my parents arrived in Canada, they sent 
their address to the powers that be so that they could get 
their royalty checks forwarded. Wealth removed much 
anxiety at the thought of relocating. Whatever was going 
on in Oklahoma would hopefully stay there.

My maternal great-grandparents, however, refused to 
move. They were elderly and had been forced to move to 
one reservation after another during their lifetimes. They 
would take their chances in Oklahoma, even if it meant 
dying where they lived. Plus, they worried about their 
neighbor Mollie, whose grief was all-consuming. Mollie 
had lost more than most in a short amount of time. Gone 
were Mollie’s sister, her cousin, and her mother; her losses 
were significant, almost more than a person could bear. 
Of course, Mollie’s husband, Ernest, looked after her, too, 
but he was gone a great deal, what with helping his uncle 
William Hale and all. Mollie, they hoped, would soon get 
better. She was under the care of the local white doctor, 
who, after diagnosing her with diabetes, promptly put her 
on insulin. Mollie had been doctoring for some time, and 
perhaps her dose needed some tweaking because at the 
time my parents moved, she seemed to be growing weaker 
by the day. 

But then grief can have that effect on a body, now 
can’t it? 

Be sure to look for the continuation next month as the 
“Reign of Terror” continues, and the Osage Tribal Council 
goes against everything they taught and believed in. By 
unanimous vote, it was decided to seek help from the U.S. 
government…

©2022 Stein Expressions, LLC
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Lexington Bach Festival

Service available in many
Sanilac County Lakeshore Communities

including the M-25 corridor
from Port Sanilac to Lexington

Get
BETTER
Internet
Call Today!

1.888.282.4932
agrivalleyservices.com

DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON
7276 HURON AVE. • 810-359-5151

SERVING YOU SAFELY!
FULL SERVICE CAR HOPS • INSIDE DINING AVAILABLE 
SWEETS & TREATS • ROOT BEER MADE FRESH DAILY

From sophisticated to family-friendly, Lexington 
offers something for everyone, so be sure to include 
the first resort north in your travel plans! This year 
marks the 22nd season of Bach in Lexington! 

This year’s Bach Festival brings world-class 
musicians into Lexington, with the return of the 
festival orchestra! The festival continues to bring 
classical music by composer J.S. Bach and composers 
influenced by Bach, along with other performances, 
to the charming and quaint village of Lexington. 
The series of concerts features gifted musicians 
performing the works of classical and contemporary 

composers. Most performances will be held at the 
Ave Maria Parish of Lexington (formerly St. Denis 
Catholic Church) at 5366 Main Street in Lexington, 
Michigan.

On Thursday, September 15, a concert, featuring 
the Lexington Bach Festival String Quartet, will be 
offered at St. Clair County Community College at 
noon and 7 p.m., and on Friday, September 16, the 
Bach Festival’s performance at St. Denis Catholic 
Church at 7 p.m. features Duo Silvio, comprised of 
lutists Richard Stone and Cameron Welke.

Visit St. Denis Catholic Church of Ave Maria 
Parish in Lexington on 
Saturday, September 
17, at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday, September 18, 

at 4:30 p.m. to enjoy the amazing talent scheduled. 
Saturday’s pre-concert talk begins at 6:15 p.m., and 
at 7 p.m., enjoy soprano Josefian Stoppelenburg 
with her program, “Rejoice.” Stoppelenburg has 
earned numerous accolades for her clarity of pitch 
and articulation and is touted as a superb musician 
with a compelling presence. According to her site, 
www.josefianstoppelenburg.com, she has performed 
several times for Dutch Royal Family and is currently 
performing all over the United States as a specialist 
of baroque music and as a concert singer. Sunday’s 
pre-concert talk begins at 3:45 p.m., and at 4:30 p.m., 
soprano Josefian Stoppelenburg returns with her 
“Vocal Fireworks.” 

The Bach Festival is produced by the Lexington 
Arts Council, with budget support from many patrons, 
along with local businesses. Information about tickets 
for the 2022 Bach Festival and the season’s social 
events and fundraisers are available at www.lexington-
arts.org. Additional information can be found at www.
lexingtonbachfestival.org.

From the culture of the Bach Festival to its small-
town charm, make the little village of Lexington on the 
shores of beautiful Lake Huron your next destination!

For more information 
about things to see and do in 
Lexington, please visit www.
lexingtonmichigan.org. 

The Lakeshore 
Guardian would like to 
thank the Lexington-area 
businesses who made these 
pages possible. While you’re 
in Lexington, please be sure 
to let these businesses know 
you saw their ads in The 
Lakeshore Guardian!

Cultural Classics in Lexington!
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See FREEDOM on page 17

Rita and Karl Ullmann, on their wedding 
day, May 12, 1945. The attendants, from 
left to right include Karl’s cousins, Marjorie 
Kramer and best man Joseph Kramer, and 
on the far right, the bride’s sister, Mary Jane 
O’Neil, served as maid of honor. Photo 
courtesy of Pat (O’Neil) Roggenbuck.

SunShiners 

        
Gift & Garden Shop

Reopening Oct.1
Stop in and see us! 

Oct. Hours: 
M-F, 11-6
Sat, 10-2

Sun, Noon-3

Featuring Made-in-Michigan 
Products & Antiques

82 S. Townline Rd. Sandusky • 810-648-5415
(800 ft. south of M46, across from Tri County Equipment)

             Bruce Irland, Owner   •   Visit us on Facebook!

1890 
FARMHOUSE 

SETTING 
WITH 12 

ROOMS TO 
EXPLORE!

Scott C. Long, 
CPA, PFS, CFP® 

Financial Advisor 

William J. Lackowski, AWMA® 

Financial Advisor 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 

professional 

The Lackowski Long Group 
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. 

3473 Main Street, Deckerville, Ml 48427 
Tel: 810-376-4710 A 
william.j.lackowski@ampf.com 
scott.c.long@ampf.com 

Confident Retirement® approach 

A . .  � mer1pr1se � 
Financial 

Not FDIC Insured I No Financial Institution Guarantee I May Lose Value. The Confident Retirement® approach is not a 
guarantee of future financial results. Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise 
Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser. Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.  Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the 
certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™. 

SUMMER FUN
SINCE 1981

PORT HURONALPINE CYCLES
726 HURON AVE. • (810) 982-9281

DAILY & SAT 10-6 • FRI 10-8 • SUN 12-4

BICYCLES
FOR THE FAMILY

REPAIRS • PARTS  
ACCESSORIES

SKATEBOARDS
LONGBOARDS

SHORT BOARDS

SKI & SNOWBOARD

Sanilac Transportation Corporation 810-648-9766

Guardians of Freedom
Saluting Those Who Served 

The Ullmann Brothers, Remembered
Karl and Ralph Ullmann in 

World War II
Part 3

By Janis Stein

Join in the conclusion to learn about the efforts by 
a group of people determined to find photos of World 
War II veterans, such as Ralph Ullmann, to be placed 
on placards next to their graves as part of the “Faces 
of Margraten” project. 

In November of 2019, a woman named Susan 
Linton made contact with me via the Huron County 
Historical Society. She was looking for pictures of 
servicemen who were killed overseas during World War 
II and buried in the American Cemetery in Margraten, 
Netherlands. When the Dutch girl looking after Ralph 
Ullmann’s grave contacted Mrs. Ullmann, she stated 
there were 30,000 American boys buried at Margraten. 
While there could have been, others believe that 
number may have been closer to 20,000. Regardless, 
the families of those soldiers then had to decide whether 
they wanted to have their soldier’s body brought back 
to the U.S. or remain at the Margraten cemetery. 
According to the U.S. Embassy, there are currently 
10,023 soldiers honored at Margraten. However, the 
Dutch offer figures that vary just a little. The Dutch 
state that 8,289 American soldiers remain buried at 
Margraten while an additional 1,722 soldiers have their 

names listed on the Walls of 
the Missing, which brings 
the Dutch’s total to 10,011. 
Each grave has been 
adopted by a Dutch family.

In appreciation 
of American soldiers’ 
contributions to the war 
effort, the Dutch began a 
project called “The Faces 
of Margraten” in which 
they place photos of fallen 
soldiers on placards on 
their graves during a period 
of time each May. Susan 
Linton stated she and her 
husband had the privilege 
of visiting the cemetery, 
as two of her father’s 
crewmembers from his 
B-17 that was shot down were buried there. Earlier 
in the fall of 2019, the Dutch organization contacted 
Linton, and she volunteered to help. At that time, 
there were 38 servicemen from Michigan without a 
photo. Linton shared with me the information she had 

available for three servicemen from 
the Thumb area who were in need of 
a photo. One of the three was Ralph 
G. Ullmann.

I immediately recognized 
the Ullmann surname, and I soon 
confirmed what I believed to be true. 
Ralph and Karl grew up roughly a 
mile down the road from where I live, 
and in May of 1945, Karl married 
my husband’s great-aunt. That same 
day, I started making phone calls to 
extended family members to find out 
where I could obtain a photo. One of 
the Ullmann relatives recalled once 
seeing a picture of Ralph and Karl 
together in uniform, but the exact 
location of that particular photo was 
unknown. 

Ralph’s life was cut short at 
approximately 20 years of age before he had a chance 
to get married or have children. And that thought of 
children made me realize that perhaps I was searching 
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See SAILOR on page 17

Catherine is well-equipped to 
take care of hungry sailors, as 
evidenced by this large cast-iron 
frying pan found in the galley of 
the Paul Martin.

ERRER’S HOME FURNISHINGS

Dennis & Penny Errer
Owners

168 E. Huron Ave
Bad Axe, MI 48413

989-269-2183
989-269-2607 Fax
errershomefurnishings@yahoo.com
www.errershomefurnishings.com

“The House of 
Knowledge”

FARMER’S TAVERN
Come &

Play KENO
4522 S Ruth Rd•Ruth

989-864-3714
Open 7 days a week!

    Try Our: Jumbo Shrimp - Perch - Steak 
   Grilled Prime Rib with our special recipe! 
  The BEST Escargot in the Thumb! - Takeouts available!

Kitchen Hours: Mon 11am-8pm, Tue-Sat 11am-9pm, Sun 12pm-7pm

CLOSED
SEPT. 4, 5, & 11

- Paints
- Window Treatments

- Wallpaper

- Gift Ideas
- Custom Framing

- Home Decor

120 E. Huron Ave., Bad Axe

RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Banquet 
Room

 ~ Seats 50 ~
Walk-In Parties 

Welcome!

M-53, Bad Axe                                              989-269-9347

“Where you’re 
  always welcome!”

Homecooked Comforts ~ Beer, Wine & Liquor
Order online at www.peppermillba.com!

Open 

7 Days!

6 am-8 pm

SAILOR from page 1
off-duty would gather to play cards. Now, it’s a rare day 
when sailors socialize, at least at the level of yesteryear’s 
sailors. Nowadays, when sailors aren’t working, they’re 
often in their rooms, and everybody has a phone. Back 
in the day, often one of the first things a sailor did when 
leaving the ship was find a payphone. If a sailor wanted 
to go to shore, she’d need a taxi; in her room, Catherine 
had stacks of taxi business cards from every port she’d 
visited. She’d have to select the taxi card for the port she 
was in and hope they would agree to come to the ship. 
When the dock was located in a less desirable part of 
town and the taxi didn’t want to come to the ship because 
of it, sometimes a few calls had to be made until she 
found one that was agreeable. And Catherine wasn’t 
afraid to turn on the charm and beg – especially if she 
wanted to visit the mall and do a little shopping!

Today, step in Uber. Gone is the day when Catherine 
had to identify her location. When she’s on a ship, she 
doesn’t have to know or explain exactly where on the 
water she is. Uber will follow the GPS location of the 
ship and pick her up. In the old days, sailors used to be 
able to get off the ship and back on again at the canal. 
There was a phone number for sailors to call to find out 
the location of their ship. Now, Catherine can pull out 

her phone and see for herself where 
the ship is at. Back then, sailors 
didn’t know what their trips would 
be, and now the trips are posted, so 
there is a great deal more sharing 
of information. Personally, for 
Catherine, sailing is so much better 
now than before; technology and the 
times have made it easier.

After spending the first three 
months of 2021 on land, Catherine 
joined the new Baie St. Paul in April 
for a 30-day relief position as chief 
cook. Before taking the job aboard 
this tanker, Catherine realized that 
when she was on the Dartmouth at 
the end of November 2020, even 
though the tanker rolled a lot, she 
hadn’t been seasick. That recollection 
had her thinking she could handle the 
rolls of the Baie St. Paul, too.

During the month of August in 2021, Catherine 
sailed aboard the Rt. Hon. Paul J. Martin before picking 
up the Algoma Buffalo in September. The Algoma 
Buffalo had the most amazing windows in the galley – 

they were so wonderful that the view 
was almost distracting! Catherine 
judges her joy in the galley based 
on windows and equipment. Having 
a mixer aboard would have made 
Catherine’s job easier, and its absence 
made food prep more time-consuming 
and challenging – but at least she had 
a spectacular view! 

After her time was up on the 
Algoma Buffalo, she decided she 
wanted to finish her book before 
going back out, but a call from the 
union hall requesting just two weeks 
aboard the Algoma Guardian had 
her acquiescing. Because it was a 
fit-out, they picked two other sailors 
up from the airport, and as they were 
en route, one of the guys asked her if 
she realized the fridge and the freezer 
were on the floor below the galley, 

akin to a basement. Catherine had never experienced that 
arrangement before and didn’t really like the sound of it, 
but she put her standard positive spin on it. Who needed 
a StairMaster with all those trips up and down!

When Catherine stepped foot on the Algoma 
Guardian, her first thought was that the ship was ancient, 
as in, there’s old, and then there’s ancient. The second 
cook was present, and when Catherine commented how 
wonderfully big the stove was, the second cook informed 
her that three of the eight elements didn’t actually work. 
But that was alright, Catherine figured, because there 
was an additional stove – and then the second cook let 
her know that stove didn’t work either! Fortunately, parts 
to repair the oven were ordered, and it was scheduled to 
be fixed as soon as the parts arrived. Well, at least there 

SPECIFIC
NUTRITIONAL
TESTING FOR
MOLD AND 

FUNGUS

Dr. Timothy Grondin

1831 Pine Grove Avenue
Port Huron, MI 48060

810-984-3344
www.totalhealthchiropractic.net

TOTAL HEALTH CHIROPRACTIC

Applied Kinesiology
Clinical Nutrition

Acupressure
Homeopathy

Ruth Convenience Store
 989-864-3111 • 4506 S. Ruth Rd., Ruth

Mon - Sat: 8am - 6:30pm     Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Full Line of Groceries 
Meats & Produce • Deli • Pizza • 

Liquor & Beer • Hardware
Like us on facebook for lunch specials & info!
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Delicious desserts, such as 
Catherine’s puff pastry with 
homemade jam and whipped 
cream, make happy sailors.

FREEDOM from page 15

FAMILY CAMPGROUND

Make your reservation online today:
www.campershavenonline.com

2326 S. Van Dyke, Bad Axe, MI 48413
989.269.7989

130 Sites • 5-Acre Lake
Indoor Swimming Pool

Jumping Pillow • Pedal Karts
Miniature Golf • Disc Golf

Canoe/Kayak/Paddle Board Rentals
Dog Park • Hand-Dipped Ice Cream

Single Day Passes Available!

YOUR HOMETOWN
HEALTH CARE
TEAM.
FOR YOUR
WHOLE LIFE.

www.hdghmi.org989-872-2121ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS | |

from the wrong end of the spectrum. I was looking for a 
photo from Ralph’s last years, when maybe starting with 
his childhood and working forward would yield better 
results. Ralph attended White Rock School, and I had a 
grade school group photo of the schoolchildren already 
in my collection. I would have liked to find a military 
photo to offer the Dutch, but at least something was 
going to be better than nothing. It was a start, anyway, 
and I continued the search.

At first, I hadn’t even considered that the Ullmann 
brothers had attended high school. Without bussing 
available, it was a real challenge – and often an 
impossibility – for rural children to attend high school. 
I knew the Ullmanns belonged to Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church in Ruth, but in the 1940s, although the parish 
had a grade school, they did not yet have a Catholic high 
school. From another relative and a friend, I learned that 
both Ullmann brothers attended Harbor Beach High 
School, where almost all of the graduating class photos 
are displayed in the hallways of the school – and that’s 
where I discovered what Ralph looked like in 1942, the 
year before he entered the service and two years before 
he died when his plane was shot down over Germany in 
World War II.

The “Faces of Margraten Tribute” was cancelled 
in 2020 and postponed in 2021.  The Tribute is usually 
held during the first week of May during the Dutch 
“Remembrance Week” when they honor lives lost in 

wars their country has fought in. In 2021, they read each 
of the 10,023 names honored there, and if they had a 
photo of the World War II soldier buried at Margraten, 
they showed a picture. In 2021, Ralph Ullmann’s senior 
picture was shown as they read off his name, one of the 
many “Faces of Margraten.”

I’m still in search of a photograph of Ralph 
Ullmann in uniform to send to the Dutch. If you have 
one and are willing to share, please contact me at 989-
864-5528, or email me at janis@steinexpressions.com. 
I’d like to thank Susan Linton for her continued work 
on the Margraten project and for providing information 
regarding same as well as information regarding the 
Nazi target near Merseberg that the Eighth Air Force 
was bombing when Ralph’s plane was hit. To learn 
more about the Margraten project, please visit www.
facesofmargraten.com.

©2022 Stein Expressions, LLC

THUMB HARDWARE 
& APPLIANCE, INC.

THUMB HARDWARE 
& APPLIANCE, INC.
Whirlpool  •  G.E.  •  Hotpoint  •  LG

23 North Main Street
Elkton, MI  48731(989) 375-2530

Visit Elkton during 
AutumnFest Sept 2-4!

SAILOR from page 16
were windows, 
or so Catherine 
thought when 
she went in and 
looked – but she 
first stopped in at 
night. The light 
of day revealed 
the only view 
those beautiful 
w i n d o w s 
afforded was 
a black wall, 
likely the 
s m o k e s t a c k . 

Why, wondered Catherine, would have they designed the 
ship with windows there – they were totally misplaced! 

Be sure to look for the continuation next month as 
Catherine shares some of her favorite dishes to make 
and a few tricks of her trade.

All images are courtesy of Catherine Schmuck 
unless otherwise stated. 

If you would like to join Catherine as she sails 
through her day, follow her on Facebook at Ship to 
Shore Chef, and if you’d like to order her new cookbook, 
please visit www.shop.shiptoshorechef.com.

©2022 Stein Expressions, LLC
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Huron County Celebrates Countywide Museum Weekend

989-712-0050        www.thehchs.org

MUSEUM WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 24 & 25

► Pioneer Log Village & Bad Axe Museum of 
Local History – 989-550-2733 

Old time kids activities and blacksmith 
demonstrations, buildings will be open.

►Bay Port Area Historical – 989-553-7789  
1004 Kuhl Rd. - Museum open both days. 

Saturday - Interact with Llamas and sheep, 
make and taste homemade ice cream, and 
learn how to mend fish nets. Plus yummy 

goodies from Bay Port Fish Company

►Historical Society of Caseville Museum
989-856-9090                                

Museum open Saturday and Sunday.  Enjoy the 
museum and try out the  “Historic Caseville 

Walking Tour.” 

► Elkton Heritage Center Museum, Log Cabin 
and Barn – 989-550-2603                                    

Saturday – Gentlemen’s 1860’s ball game, 
Horseshoe tournament. Buildings open both days.

► Harbor Beach Lighthouse – 989-479-9707                                                   
Closed for the season

► Frank Murphy Museum, Harbor Beach – 
989-428-3418  Open for tours

► Grice House Museum, Harbor Beach – 
989-479-3363                             

Open for tours, Debut of the new Girl Scouting 
exhibit in the Pavilion

► Woelke Research Center, Depot Museum & 
Berne Junction, Pigeon – 989-453-3242      

Open noon until 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

► Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse Museum – 
586-243-1838                    

Tower will be open for climbing. Gift shop and 
museum open with 3rd Order Fresnel Lens on display.

► Port Austin History Center – 989-551-5532
 Presenting the history of Port Austin, Grindstone 

City, and Port Crescent. Ten-acre site with 
six historic buildings, heritage gardens and 

woodland trail. Museum Weekend will feature a 
fiber arts show.

► Port Hope Depot Heritage Center & Historic 
Brinker Lumber Museum– 989-670-6200                                                   

Antique Model-T cars, fire engine, caboose, model 
railroad, diorama town model, bean sorting, corn 
shucking, old farming tools, hand water pump. 

► Charles W. Liken House Museum, Carriage/Barn 
& Old Sebewaing Township Hall – 989-883-2391  
Vintage wedding gowns, veils, etc., will be on 
display at the Liken House, Carriage/Barn will 
display historical machinery: printing press, 
stone crusher and more. Old Town Hall will 

have many new items plus the restored 1918 
Sebewaing Fire Dept. #1 water pumper.

► Ten Cent Horse Barn Museum, Ubly – 
989-551-0532                          

Lionel and American Flyer model trains. Ubly’s 
famous Alabama Jubilee history and costumes, 

cast and crew names index!  Located west along 
Longuski Lane at the south edge of the village.

► White Rock School Museum – 989-864-3817                                               
Closed for the season

Huron County Historical Society  presents

Museum Weekend Hours: Saturday and Sunday Noon - 4.
Call ahead for more information and to confi rm that the museum is open.

“Take A Bus...”

Thumb Area Transit Celebrating 41 Years ~ Proudly Serving 
Huron County Residents Since 1981.

Same Friendly Service!

THUMB AREA TRANSIT
1513 Bad Axe Rd.
Bad Axe, MI 48413

989-269-2121
Fax - 989-269-86311-800-322-1125

By Janis Stein

The Huron County Historical Society kindly 
invites one and all to Huron County’s Countywide 
Museum Weekend on the last weekend in September. 
Most museums in Huron County will be open on 
Saturday, September 24, and on Sunday, September 25, 
from noon until 4 p.m.; please call ahead to confirm.

The Huron County Historical Society is made up 

of 19 member organizations, and all work diligently to 
preserve the history of the county while celebrating the 
people who made it. According to the Society, “The 
main focus for this event is to not only promote local 
history, but also to celebrate our collective history as 
a county…Countywide Museum Weekend is just one 
more way to open the door to our past.” Several of the 
member organizations offer special attractions and 
demonstrations for Museum Weekend, and they are 

constantly adding historic 
pieces and knowledge to 
their growing and ever-
changing collections.

Museums throughout 
the county that will be 
open the last full weekend 
in September include: 
the Ten Cent Horse Barn 
Museum in Ubly; the 
Grice House Museum 
and the Frank Murphy 
Museum in Harbor Beach; 
the Pointe aux Barques 
Lighthouse Museum 
inside Lighthouse County 
Park (tower climbs both 
days), the Port Hope 
Depot Heritage Center, the 
Historic Brinker Lumber 
Museum, all in Port Hope; 
the Pioneer Log Village 
and the Bad Axe Museum 
of Local History, both in 
Bad Axe; the Historical 
Society of Caseville 
Museum; the Elkton 
Heritage Center Museum; 
Charles W. Liken House, 
Carriage/Barn, and The 
Old Sebewaing Township 
Hall, all in Sebewaing; 
the Bay Port Historical 
Museum; The History 
Center in Port Austin, and 

the Pigeon Depot Museum & Woelke Research Center, 
along with the Berne Junction Store. Please note the 
White Rock School Museum in White Rock and the 
Harbor Beach Lighthouse are closed for the season. For 
those interested, Thumb Area Transit will have buses 
available on Saturday, September 24. Call TAT at 800-
322-1125 for ride availability.   

Huron County officially formed as a county in 1859, 
and the county’s history, from lighthouses to lumbering 
and from railroads to farming, is significant. In celebration 
of Countywide Museum Weekend, following are just a 
few of the weekend’s special attractions! 

New this year, be sure to visit the debut of the 
girl scouting exhibit at the Grice House Museum 
in Harbor Beach, and swing by the Elkton Heritage 
Center Museum to enjoy the horseshoe tournament 
on Saturday followed by the gentlemen’s 1860’s ball 
game on Sunday. Sebewaing’s society will be featuring 
vintage wedding gowns, and stop by Sebewaing’s 
Old Town Hall to view the restored 1918 Sebewaing 
Fire Dept. #1 water pumper! Please note the Bay 
Port society’s new address of 1004 Kuhl Road; their 
museum will be open both days, and visitors will have 
the opportunity to interact with llamas and sheep, taste 
and make homemade ice cream, learn how to mend fish 
nets, and more! Check out the Lionel and American 
Flyer model trains at Ubly’s Ten Cent Horse Barn, and 
the buildings at the Pioneer Log Village & Bad Axe 
Museum of Local History will be open for viewing; 
the Pioneer Log Village will also have a blacksmith on 
hand demonstrating his tools of the trade, and there will 
be numerous kids’ activities from yesteryear to enjoy! 
These are just some of the special events going on, but 
there is much more great Huron County history at all 
the locations just waiting to be discovered!

The success of local historical society chapters 
depends largely on the many and willing people in 
their communities interested in preserving their area’s 
history. Reserve the last full weekend in September for 
the Countywide Museum Weekend; museums will be 
open on Saturday, September 24, from noon till 4 p.m. 
and again on Sunday, September 25, from noon till 4 
p.m. Almost all of the museums will be offering free 
admission, making this a fun family event! 

Look for the Museum 
brochure, which features 
a map and additional 
details for the Countywide 
Museum Weekend. 
Brochures are available 
through the Huron County 
historical organizations, or 
visit www.thehchs.org.

©2022 Stein 
Expressions, LLC



19SEPTEMBER 2022 The Lakeshore Guardian

Aaron Farmer (left) and T.J. 
Gaffney (right, in yellow vest) 
maneuver the wheelsets of the car 
into place on the new display track.

The car is lowered into its new 
home on its new display track by 
the former Deckerville depot in 
the village.

D & M Cabinet Shop

Making your house a home for over 40 years!

989-479-9271
Doug Klee, Owner

5230 Purdy Rd., Ruth, MI 
Handmade Custom  Cabinets & Furniture

Cabinets by Decorá & Diamond also 
available.

Granite, Corian & Laminate counter tops, 
along with Quartz counter tops by Cambria.

Licensed and Insured
www.dandmcabinet.com

A Kitchen on Wheels 
for the Troops

Part 7

By T.J. Gaffney

This month’s topic, and the topic for the last six 
issues, has been the history, transfer of ownership, move, 
and eventual restoration of a former Maintenance of 
Way Kitchen Car of the Chessie System. In the process of 
being acquired via donation from CSX Transportation by 
the Sanilac County Historical Museum of Port Sanilac, 
Michigan, this car was originally built to feed soldiers 
headed to the warfront. It and its sisters operated 
throughout Michigan, including the Thumb Region, and 
helped feed thousands of G.I.’s who helped win World 
War II. After it and its sisters helped feed thousands more 
GI’s returning home, the car gained a new life feeding 
hungry railroad workers. Over the next 50 years, it 
operated throughout Michigan, including the Thumb 
Region, and is now a rare survivor of that era.

Welcome back to our 
readers! Those who have 
followed this column for the 
majority of this year know that 
we have been covering the 
restoration and preservation of 
Troop Kitchen Car K102, built 
by American Car and Foundry 
in 1944. A piece of railroad 
equipment with a significant 
relevance to the history of the 
Thumb region, it also has a 
place in our nation’s past as a 
rare surviving example of the cars that fed thousands of 
troops heading to and from the warfront during World 
War II. As is often the case, these pieces of “rolling 
stock,” as they are known in the railroad industry, often 
have a variety of use across their operational history, 
and this car is no exception, later being used to feed 
Maintenance of Way employees on the Chesapeake & 
Ohio, Chessie System, and finally CSX, before being 
retired and given a third life as a military exhibit at the 
Sanilac County Historical Museum and Village in Port 
Sanilac, Michigan. 

As we finished our last column, project supervisor 
Utz Schmidt and his crew of volunteers and 
subcontractors had finally reached the day of the “Big 
Move” of the Troop Kitchen Car from Flint to Port 
Sanilac, Michigan. The date of this move was May 31, 
2022, a date which was much later than all involved 
wanted, but due to heavy rains and other setbacks had 
now become the day of reckoning. Your author was 
there to both help with the loading and unloading and 
to document the historic occasion, as well as keep Dawn 
Malek and the crew waiting in Port Sanilac apprised of 
the situation. 

Thumb Rails As previously noted, two sets of convoys moved 
out after 1 p.m. with two different loads. One of these 
loads carried the body of the kitchen car itself, with 
Utz following behind for safety; the second carried the 
wheelsets for the car, 
hauled by Mark Kalis, 
a name recognized by 
our long-time readers of 
the column, having been 
involved in several similar 
moves we’ve documented 
here. The two small 
convoys followed roughly 
45 minutes behind each 
other, following a route 
north from Flint through 
the towns of Vassar, 
Richville, and Sandusky, 
before finally taking 
the turn onto M-25 in 
downtown Port Sanilac for their respective final trips to 
the museum. If this sounds like a roundabout way to go, 
one must understand that moves such as these involving 
heavy and unusual equipment have to take predetermined 
routings, often due to the weight of the object 
being moved. In addition, due to the later than 

intended start in the season, we 
also had to contend with reroutings 
due to construction taking place 
on M-46 and other locations. All 
in all, the trip went uneventfully, 
however, and the carbody arrived 
at the village around 3 p.m., with 
the wheelsets about 40 minutes 
behind that. 

Now came a very delicate and 
orchestrated set of moves to get 
the car into its new and hopefully 

permanent location. Mark Kalis backed his 
truck perpendicular to the railbed and the depot, and 
under a waiting crane. As we noted in the previous article, 
Mark’s flatbed carried two sets of wheelsets: the two sets 
that had been under the car in Flint and another more 
period-appropriate set that had been given in exchange 
to the display. It was this set that was unloaded by the 
crane, one at a time, and then rolled into place to await 
the carbody. Mark then 
pulled his semi out from 
under that crane, and the 
lowboy truck that carried 
the body of the kitchen car 
was moved into position. I 
should note that all of this 
was witnessed by a rather 
large group of individuals 
in lawn chairs observing the 
whole process with much 
interest and trepidation. 
All held their breath as the 
body of the classic World 
War II US Troop Kitchen 
car rose in the air, made a 

90-degree turn, and was gently set down on its wheels 
on its new display track. All let out a cheer as the car, 
now sitting at its destination, finally came to rest behind 
the historic Deckerville train depot, on the grounds of 

the Sanilac County Historic Village & Museum. 
What had been a nearly eight-month odyssey 

for the Sanilac County Historical Society, starting 
with the donation by the Port Huron & Detroit 
Railroad Historical Society upon its dissolution, 
to then securing the $100,000 needed to build 
a railbed, lay tracks, and make transportation 
arrangements for the car’s journey from Flint, 
was finally completed. The friends and supporters 
of the museum that were on hand to watch the 
arrival kitchen car could finally breathe a sigh of 
relief…for the moment. 

Next up was beginning the extensive 
restoration of the car’s exterior, with the end 
result being a historic car fully restored to the way 
it looked when it was built in 1944. This included 

much prep work on the body of the car, as well as the 
replacement of the car’s windows. Ah, but that’s for next 
month’s column. 

The SCHS continues to fundraise for the project 
and those interested can 
drop by or call the Museum 
office at 810-622-9946 to 
make a donation.

How much work will it 
take to bring the car back to 
its former glory? How long 
will it take to do so? Stay 
tuned to next month’s article 
in The Lakeshore Guardian! 

Gaffney is owner 
of Streamline Historic 
Services, and the author 
of Port Huron, 1880-1960. 
Images of Rail: Rails 

Around the Thumb, published by Arcadia Publishing, 
is also receiving accolades. Learn about the important 
contributions railroads made to the Thumb area; copies 
of Rails Around the Thumb are available through the 
author at 2747 Military Street, Port Huron, Michigan, 
48060. Books are also available through Arcadia 
Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com.

The kitchen rests on its new 
display track awaiting restoration.
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ARCHIE THOMAS REAL ESTATE

83 Ridge Street, P.O. Box 128, Port Sanilac, MI 48469 
810-622-9931

Email: atrealestate@sbcglobal.net

Hometown
personalized service 
for over 60 years!

#1 in Customer Service! Check out all of our listings at
 archiethomasproperties.com

018-21-0009  -  $124,900

Historical building with 1,500 sq. ft. of 
open fl oor upstairs and down. The wide 
open staircase makes for easy access 
to the basement. There is a 30' x 30' 
addition on the back of the building and 
a 30' x 50' newer garage plus 2 additional 
lots included. The building has a new 

roof on the front part and all the materials to do the back roof. Many new 
improvements have been made and some need to be completed. Endless 
commercial possibilities or make it your own private residence. Walking 
distance to the beach, restaurant, and park.

018-22-0017  -  $110,000

Hunters paradise! 10 acres of prime 
hunting land with a 24' x 30' garage/
cottage with electric and water, 
kitchen, dining area, family room, 
upstairs loft for sleeping, and a 1-car 
attached garage for storage. There 
are several cleared paths and tree 
stands throughout the property. 
Turkeys and deer galore and only 

90 minutes from the Metro Detroit area. There are cameras on the property; 
please do not walk without permission! 

Prime piece of real estate in 
the village of Port Sanilac. 
This 2.2 acres is the perfect 
investment property. There 
are multiple possibilities, 
housing units, offices, you 
decide. Lot size is 300' x 
320'. Multi-residential or 
commercial. A survey is 
available.

018-21-0004  -  $154,900018-22-0016  -  $109,000

Cute 2-bedroom, 1-bath cottage 
in family oriented Marilyn Manor 
Subdivision. This cedar home has 
been well-kept and sits on a double 
lot. There is a 18 ' x 14' back deck and 
a 18' x 8' front deck. The bedrooms 
are 12' x 8.5'  and 12' x 9'. This is the 
perfect beach getaway and only 1 1/2 

hours from the Metro Detroit area. You are just steps away from one of 
the sandiest walking beaches on Lake Huron. There is also a 10.5' x 8.5' 
storage shed for all of your beach toys.

018-21-0016  -  $179,000

This beautiful brick building has been 
an icon in Forester for many years. It is 
currently being renovated and needs 
to be completed. The downstairs fl oor 
plan includes 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
kitchen, and living room with an open 

fl oor plan. Upstairs area could be a 1-bedroom studio apartment with a 
separate outside entrance. You can get a peek at Lake Huron and the 
private fenced-in backyard from the upper deck. There is also a 24' x 32' 
pole barn and a 10' x 14' utility shed. You are just steps away from a beach 
access. 

REDUCED! Move-in ready, year-
around house or your summer getaway 
on 1.55 acres. The main house has an 
open concept, which makes it great for 
entertaining. 2 bedrooms,1 full bath, 
and open loft area. The large sunroom 
is perfect for your morning coffee or that 
afternoon nap! The 2-car, unattached 

garage is great storage for all of your toys or a perfect man cave. Across 
the street is a 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house. There is also a storage 
shed. Close to town and the beautiful Lake Huron! 

018-21-0022 -  $169,900 018-21-0011 -  $162,900

Cute 2-bedroom cottage in 
Marilyn Manor subdivision, with 
knotty pine walls and doors, a 
wood fi replace, and a view of 
Lake Huron. This home would 
make a great summer getaway, 
or you could make it your year-
around home. Only 3 houses 

from the private beach on a double lot so there is plenty of room to expand 
or add a garage. There is sunroom and porch on the back side of the cottage 
and a small storage area. This home has been well-maintained and is move 
in ready. Most furnishings will remain.

REDUCED! This 3-bedroom, 1-bath 
cottage in the village of Forestville 
is walking distance to Lake Huron. 
Open concept and extra sitting area 
in bedroom. There is new paint and 
fl ooring throughout. Enjoy the summer 
nights around the fi re pit and the hot 
summer days under the back covered 

porch. There is a 13' x 16' storage shed and a little garden shed for all of 
your yard equipment and beach toys. This 3-season cottage is only a 1 1/2 
hour drive from the Metro Detroit area. It is move-in ready and priced to sell! 

018-21-0023  -  $104,900

 New Listing! This one won’t last long - call today! Secluded 1.3 acre waterfront property with 2-story home 
and guest cottage. The 3-bedroom, 2-bath home features a partial basement, large living room, and year-round 
sunroom with lake views. The 1-bedroom guest cottage also has unbelievable lake views. There is 1 ½-car 
detached garage, pole barn with loft, 100' steel sea wall and a peaceful private setting with fruit trees and pines. 
The water assessment is paid in full and located only 1 ½ hours from the greater Detroit area.

018-22-0013  -  $695,000

PENDING! Just 4 steps 
to 100' of sandy beach 
on Lake Street in the 
village of Port Sanilac 
on a private drive. Large 
traditional ranch estate 
with open concept fl oor. 

The main living area features: great room, gas fi replace, wet bar/dining 
room/custom kitchen, Andersen windows/doors, hardwood fl oors, 2-car 
detached garage, generator, and breathtaking views of Lake Huron. Estate 
features many upgrades including metal seawall with metal beach stairs and 
jetty for sand collection. Walking distance to downtown and marina.

SOLD! 

THINKING of BUYING or SELLING 
a Home, Business, or Property? 

2022 is the Year to do it! We have Buyers...
Now we need your Listing!

CALL ONE OF OUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED AGENTS TODAY!
018-21-0018 -  $399,900


